
Testimony in SUPPORT OF THE INTENT of HCR 167
REQUESTING THE OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR TO CONDUCT A MENTAL

HEALTH WORKFORCE ASSESSMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
AND MENTAL HEALTH FACILITIES TO IDENTIFY SHORTAGES AND AID IN

PROPOSING SOLUTIONS TO ADDRESS THOSE SHORTAGES
REPRESENTATIVE DELLA AU BELATTI, CHAIR

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Hearing Date: March 20, 2015
8:45 a.m.

Room Number: 329

Fiscal Implications:   Undetermined at this time.

Department Testimony: The Department of Health (DOH) supports the intent of this bill and

offers comments for the C n.  The Adult Mental Health Division

(AMHD), including the Community Mental Health Centers (CMHCs) and the Hawaii State

Hospital (HSH), identified that there continues to be challenges with recruiting and hiring

of interest in working within the state system despite recruitment efforts.  These challenges may

be compounded in part by potentially inadequate numbers of mental health and ancillary staff,

generally, working privately and for provider programs, to address the mental health treatment

needs for all of the residents of our state.

 Conducting a mental health workforce assessment of mental health professionals and

mental health facilities in Hawaii to identify shortages and to determine how those shortages can

be reduced may be beneficial to addressing and/or resolving staffing shortages within the
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AMHD, CMHCs and HSH.  Identifying the more general shortages, specifically where these

exist and by specifi s

findings and recommendations.  For example, generally, we have experienced challenges in

hiring and retaining psychiatrists and other licensed clinicians statewide who meet the definition

of a Qualified Mental Health Professional (QMHP).

 We offer comments specifically on page four, lines 13 through 28 regarding the

assessment to include, name and location of the following mental health facilities located in

The AMHD is unable to provide the specific addresses of its residential programs.  We

are able to provide the area in which the programs are located throughout the state, such as

Windward, Leeward, Central, East Hawaii, West Hawaii, etc.

 Second, we ask that the definition of each of the mental health facilities be clarified

including specifying the licensure type, level of care, and/or program for which the facility

operates.  The terms used on page four, lines 16 through 20 are not clearly defined.

 Third, we offer the following added input for your consideration.  The audit may be

beneficially revised to include the following recommendations.  For adult and child/adolescent

psychiatry, we recommend these areas of practice be handled distinctly and broken out in the

between professionals who hold an active license to practice, which can be verified through the

Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (DCCA), and those who actually practice full-

or part-time, which could be verified through a phone call or survey.
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A survey of practicing professionals, for example, could include an inquiry about what

the proportion is for their practice relative to serving the Medicaid population.  With this survey

information a comparison could be made with the Department of Human Services MedQUEST

 could inquire about an index or

measure of psychiatric medications prescribed by psychiatrists and non-psychiatric specialties.

With this survey information, a comparison could be made with insurance company data,

pharmacy data, and benefit manager system data.

Lastly, we ask that that this body consider the use of established definitions to cover these

and other the areas of interest; we note that the State Health Planning and Development Agency

(SHPDA) and the Office of Health Care Assurance (OHCA) may already have some of the

information sought, again, depending upon the definition intended.

Offered Amendments: None.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 3:09 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: laurenzirbel@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HCR167 on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM*

HCR167
Submitted on: 3/18/2015
Testimony for HLT on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Lauren Zirbel Hawaii Medical Association Support Yes

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Marya Grambs <marya@mentalhealth-hi.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 2:06 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: Marya Grambs
Subject: House Health, March 20, 8:45

March 18, 2015

TO:         Della Au Belatti, Chair, and members of the House Health Committee
FR:          Marya Grambs, Executive Director, Mental Health America of Hawaii
RE:          HCR 167

Mental Health America of Hawaii stands in strong support of HCR167, which will enable the state to get a picture of the
availability (or, rather, the lack thereof) of mental health care providers and facilities.  This is urgently needed.  There is
an alarming lack of psychiatrists who will treat people on Quest, on the Neighbor Islands as well as on Oahu.  There is
also a dire shortage of psychiatric hospital beds, medium and long term, including for our youth, as well as residential
homes for people with severe psychiatric illness. We do not have a real safety net for the severely mentally ill members
of our community, as the revolving door of homelessness, incarceration, and E.R./hospitalization attests.  This
assessment can be a starting point.

I strongly urge you to pass this Resolution.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Aloha,

Marya Grambs, Executive Director
Mental Health America of Hawai`i
1124 Fort Street Mall, Suite 205
Honolulu, HI 96813
P:  808.521.1846
F:  808.533.6995
marya@mentalhealth-hi.org
www.mentalhealth-hi.org
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2015 12:00 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: don.lane@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HCR167 on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM

HCR167
Submitted on: 3/20/2015
Testimony for HLT on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Donald Lane Individual Oppose No

Comments: I strongly appose this bill as it is waste of resources and tax payers money. We are past
the point of assessment and late to action.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

creagan1 - Dannah

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 8:32 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: kcharnick@icloud.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HCR167 on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM

HCR167
Submitted on: 3/19/2015
Testimony for HLT on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dr. Kelly Harnick  Individual Oppose No

Comments: There have already been studies on the mental health workforce shortage and this is
redundant, wasting tax money. It also seems again, to be a political maneuver to derail HB 1072.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 11:21 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: oliveiraj009@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HCR167 on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM*

HCR167
Submitted on: 3/19/2015
Testimony for HLT on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Jill Individual Oppose No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2015 12:18 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: judi.steinman@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HCR167 on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM

HCR167
Submitted on: 3/20/2015
Testimony for HLT on Mar 20, 2015 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Judi Steinman Individual Oppose No

Comments: I oppose this waste of taxpayers' dollars. This resolution does nothing to improve the
treatment of patients with mental health disorders. The language is arcane, exclusionary and elitist.
This resolution sets back the treatment of patients with mental health disorders by 25 years.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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